
Welcome!
While we wait for everyone to get started…

• Use the chat box to say hello and 
introduce yourself. Thanks for 
joining! 

• Next: Do you have a 
favorite fall activity?

We will start at 10:00 a.m.!



Participation 
and 
Interaction



Meeting Texas Financial Aid 
Requirements with the Class of 2022



With Texas OnCourse, all Texas 
students, no matter where they come 
from or where they’re headed, have a 
plan for success after high school.



Don’t forget to like and subscribe 
on YouTube!

youtube.com/c/TexasOnCourse



Agenda

•Welcome
• TEA FAFSA requirements 
• Josie Brunner, Data Strategist, CCMP 

• FAFSA updates and tips
• Jaslyn Rose, Director of Content and Resources

• Important TASFA information 
• Sam Kimmel, Program Coordinator – High School 
• Resource Spotlight  



Lara Gueguen 
Director of Program Implementation
Texas OnCourse 



Josie Brunner
Data Strategist
College, Career, and Military Preparation Division
Texas Education Agency
Josie.Brunner@tea.texas.gov



Jaslyn Rose
Director of Content and Resources
Texas OnCourse - THECB



Sam Kimmel
Program Coordinator – High School
Texas OnCourse



What questions do you have 
about the financial aid 
requirement this year?
Let us know your responses in the chat box. 



Financial Aid Application
Graduation Requirement

Fall 2021



Texas Education Agency Strategic Plan
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Agenda
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Requirement Overview

Methods of Proof and Reporting

Questions

Opt-Out Form



HB 3 Changes – Financial Aid Application Requirement 
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New Graduation Requirement
Beginning in 2021-2022, each student must do one of the following in order to graduate:

• complete and submit a free application for federal student aid (FAFSA)

• complete and submit a Texas application for state financial aid (TASFA)

• submit a signed opt-out form

TEA must establish and convene an advisory committee to develop recommendations for 
adoption of rules including implementation of the new requirement and related timelines.

This requirement applies beginning with students enrolled in 12th grade during the 
2021-2022 school year.

Key Takeaway



Financial Aid Application Graduation Requirement

ü Convened an Advisory Committee
ü Submitted a report to the Texas Legislature
ü Approved data elements for reporting requirement in TSDS PEIMS
ü Developed opt-out form
ü Supported SBOE to adopt administrative rules
ü Files proposed Commissioner's rules

TEA Actions 



TEA Financial Aid Requirement Website
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ü Laws and Rules

• Commissioner’s Rules

• SBOE Rules

ü Opting Out

ü Reporting

ü Training and Resources

ü Additional Guidance

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/financial-aid-requirement

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/financial-aid-requirement


Opting Out

18

A student may opt out of the financial aid application 
graduation requirement if:  

• a parent or guardian submits a signed form; 
• the student is 18 years of age or older or an 

emancipated minor under Chapter 31, Texas Family 
Code and submits a signed form; or

• a school counselor authorizes the student to decline 
to complete and submit the application for good 
cause.

Important to note:
• Student must sign in each scenario
• Form available in English in Spanish on TEA site
• Define “good cause” locally



Opting Out

Only Option III 
requires good 
cause.



Opting Out

A student only 
needs to sign the 
form once under 
the applicable 
option.



Method of proof of completion and submission of FAFSA
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FAFSA completion and submission may be confirmed through:
• date represented in the “FAFSA Process date” field in ApplyTexas Counselor 

Suite FAFSA data; or
• notification from USDE that demonstrates a student has completed and 

submitted a FAFSA, such as an email confirmation of submission; or
• alternate proof of FAFSA completion that may be provided by a student, based 

on the local policy developed by a district. Some examples may include:
o Screenshot of FAFSA submission acknowledgement page
o Financial aid award letter from an IHE 
o Other, as established by local policy



Method of proof of completion and submission of TASFA
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School districts must develop a local policy for the method of proof 
that the student has completed a TASFA. Some examples may 
include:

o Acknowledgement of receipt from an IHE
o Copy of signature page
o Screenshot of TASFA submission acknowledgement page (from those 

institutions that offer an electronic form)
o Other, as established by local policy

Note: The process for TASFA submission is not standard for all Texas institutions. 
There is currently no centralized source to verify submission and completion of a 
TASFA electronically. 



Reporting Requirements – TREx
Financial-Aid-Application-Code (TE139)
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Beginning in school 
year 2021-22, new 
data elements will be 
entered in the Texas 
Records Exchange 
(TREx) System to 
track students' 
completion of the 
graduation 
requirement for the 
student record. 



Reporting Requirements – TREx
Financial-Aid-Application-Code (TE139)
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Beginning in school 
year 2021-22, new 
data elements will be 
entered in the Texas 
Records Exchange 
(TREx) System to 
track students' 
completion of the 
graduation 
requirement for the 
student record. 



Reporting Requirements – TREx
Financial-Aid-Application-Code (TC46)
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Note: These codes will be the same as the codes used for TSDS PEIMS. 

Opt-Out Form



Reporting Requirements – TREx
Financial-Aid-Application-Met-Date (TE140)
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Note: The FAFSA and 
TASFA applications 
does not open until 
October 1 in a school 
year. 



Reporting Requirements - TSDS PEIMS
Financial Aid Application Code (E1724)
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Financial-Aid-Application-Indicator 
01  Financial application form completed
02  Exception filed

Copyright © Texas Education Agency 2020. All rights reserved.

Beginning in fall of school year 2022-23 for Submission 1, districts will be required 
to report the financial aid application graduation requirement in TSDS PEIMS for 
2021-22 graduates.
• Data standards will be published December 2021

FINANCIAL-AID-APPLICATION-CODE indicates the manner in which the student 
completed the graduation requirement by either completing a financial aid 
application (FAFSA or TASFA) or submitting an exception.

Note: Districts are not asked what financial aid application form (i.e., the FAFSA or 
TASFA) was completed.



Reporting Timeline for 2021-22 Graduates
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Fall 2021
Districts begin entering 

TREx data

Fall 2022
TSDS PEIMS reporting for 

2022 graduates

School Year 2022-23School Year (SY)  2021-22

Spring 2022
Class of 2022 

graduates

FAFSA opens for new 
applications (2022–23)

October 1

FAFSA reports available in 
ApplyTX Counselor Suite

Late October

2022-23 FAFSA data no longer
available in ApplyTX CS

September 30

FAFSA closes for new 
application (2021–22)

June 30

Last day for FAFSA corrections
September 10

TASFA encouraged window
October 1 – mid-January



Contact
CASSTeam@tea.texas.gov

Copyright © Texas Education Agency 2020. All rights reserved.



FAFSA Updates and Tips



What is the FAFSA?

Free Application for Federal Student Aid

Available October 1

Complete by earliest deadline



StudentAid.gov Home
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Apply for Aid
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FAFSA Form Welcome Page
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Role Selection – Options
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Role Selection – FSA IDpendent
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Role Selection – Personal Identifiers
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Log In Page



Mobile App
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myStudentAid Log In
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Dashboard and Hamburger Menu



42

Role Selection



Other Updates
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Whose Information Should I Provide?
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Parent Household Information



46

Student Selective Service
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Student Eligibility Worksheet
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FAFSA Corrections
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Make Corrections
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FAFSA Form Sections
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My Documents
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Notifications
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EFC Future Update

Replacing the EFC with the Student 
Aid Index (SAI)
*Expected launch: 2023–24



Tip #1: Use the FAFSA 
demo site to see the 
student experience
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FAFSA Demo Site

fafsademo.test.ed.gov 



Tip #2: Use the 
ApplyTexas Counselor 

Suite to track data



Counselor Suite Preview



State Financial Aid -
TASFA



What are some common 
issues you face when 
completing a TASFA?  



What is the TASFA?

Texas Application for State Financial Aid

Available October 1

State priority deadline of January 15



Eligibility 
Requirements

Who should complete a TASFA:

• Students classified as Texas 
residents who are not eligible 
to apply for federal student aid 
using the FAFSA

Eligibility to qualify for state 
aid:

• See infographic 



Gathering the Right Documentation

• Notarized Affidavit of Intent to Become a Permanent Resident

• Copies of IRS Tax Return, W-2 forms, and other income records

• Tax filers: IRS Tax Return Transcript

• Non-tax filers: verification of non-filing letter from IRS or other 
signed statement 

• Males: Proof of Selective Service registration

Additional materials may be requested by the college:



Tip #1: Check each 
institution’s 

requirements!



TASFA 
Updates

Electronic TASFA

2022–23 paper TASFA

Selective Service questions

*Expected launch: October 2022

*Available online by Oct 1

*Still required



Note: Students Under 18



Tip #2: Have Selective 
Service registration forms 
available at financial aid 

events



Resource Spotlight
Financial aid graduation requirement website



Our Response

Counselors 
and advisers

Community 
partners

Families Students

• Texas OnCourse partnered with TEA to create a website 
that can support a variety of stakeholders in managing 
this new requirement



Inside Each Webpage

An explanation of the new graduation 
requirement

Tools and resources that each audience 
can leverage

Tips and advice that pull in best practices 
and simplify the financial aid process



Printable 
Resources



Tips and Advice



Accessing the Resources



Download 
Option



Additional Questions 
Feel free to type your questions in the chat box. 



Next Webinar: CCMR in 
Your District 2.0

October 12th, 2021 10:00 am 



Don’t forget to like and subscribe 
on YouTube!

youtube.com/c/TexasOnCourse



Thank You
Stay tuned for our email follow-up with all this information.

Take care and stay healthy and safe!


